
Procedures to clean your M1842 Springfield Musket 
(Smoothbore and/or Rifled)

Regimental Quartermaster, Inc. has prepared these instructions to assist you in the care and maintenance of 
your M1842 Springfield black powder musket. We do not recommend this type of indepth cleaning for an 
original/antique musket as it will significantly devalue your musket.

You will need the following items to properly clean your musket:
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Tools:
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Wooden Handle Awl:  Pictured 
on the bottom is a wooden 
handled awl; however, modern 
awls may be used as well.  The 
awl is used for removing caked 
black powder from around the 
musket cone on the rear of the 
barrel and other hard to reach 
areas.

T-Handle Nipple/Cone Wrench:  
Made of steel, these cone 
wrenches are for the removal 
and installation of the musket 
cone.  Use the wooden handled 
or Musket wrench for cones 
that are difficult to remove.

Wooden Handled Cone Wrench:  
Made by John Zimmerman, 
Master Gunsmith out of Harpers 
Ferry, WV, this solid tool is 
useful for removing the 
nipple/cone from most barrels. 
Ensure that the wrench seats 
COMPLETELY to prevent 
stripping the cone.

http://www.regtqm.com/SearchResults.asp?Search=ice+pick
http://www.regtqm.com/Nipple-Wrench-p/gun-15.htm
http://harpersferrycivilwarguns.com/services


Tools (continued):
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Wire Brush:  The wire bristles 
are perfect for cleaning black 
powder and rust off of difficult 
to reach areas but do not use it 
on any blued surfaces or brass, 
as the bristles are made of steel 
and result in damage.  

Revolver Wedge Punch:  Made 
of Aluminum, this tool is 
typically used to remove the 
wedge from a revolver; 
however, it is also great to 
remove/knock loose your 
bands from the musket if they 
are rusted tight onto the barrel. 

Mainspring Vise:  Used to 
remove/install the mainspring from 
the lockplate.  A must-have tool as 
the use of pliers or vise grips will mar 
the metal of the mainspring and 
potentially over stress the spring, 
causing it to break.  The upper vise is 
an original and the lower one is a 
reproduction.

http://www.regtqm.com/Firearm-Cleaning-Brush-Set-p/gun-36.htm
http://www.regtqm.com/Pistol-Wedge-Punch-p/gun-37.htm
http://www.regtqm.com/Main-Spring-Vice-p/gun-02.htm


Tools (continued):
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Toothbrush:  Great for cleaning 
the small nooks and crannies of 
your musket, especially around 
the front and rear sight and on 
the internal mechanisms inside 
the lockplate.

Band Spring/Tumbler Punch:  
Original punch set is perfectly 
sized to fit both original and 
reproduction muskets. Used to 
punch out the band spring pins, 
ramrod spring/trigger pins as 
well as separating the hammer 
from the tumbler.

Musket Wrench:  Whether 
original or reproduction, this 
wrench is perfect to remove the 
musket cone as well as the 
screws of the musket.  If 
reproduction, we recommend 
ƎǊƛƴŘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ΨleafsΩ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
sander for a solid fit into screw 
heads.

http://www.regtqm.com/Tumbler-Pin-Punch-p/gun-021.htm
http://www.regtqm.com/C-W-Issue-Nipple-wrench-p/gun-28.htm

